
 
 

Warning Signs of Child Abuse/Neglect 
 
If you have ​any​ reason to believe that a child is experiencing abuse or neglect (whether 
physical, emotional, psychological, or sexual), an ACA staff member must be notified 
immediately.  
 
All workers in the US that work directly with children are considered “mandated reporters” of 
abuse – we must notify DCF of ​any​ suspicion immediately, by law.  
 
 
Warning signs of abuse: 

● Unexplained injuries – bruises, scratches, burns, etc. 
● Changes in behavior – aggression, depression, anxiety, etc. 
● Returning to earlier behaviors – thumb-sucking, wetting pants, fear of the dark or 

strangers 
● Expressed fear of going home 
● Changes in eating 
● Changes in sleeping – appearing consistently tired or fatigued 
● Lack of personal care or hygiene 
● Risk-taking behaviors 
● Inappropriate sexual behaviors  


